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According to my latest information this risk still exists. Is the
information supplied by German agents abroad regarding the will to
resist of the Allies less definite than it was before? I cannot say,
but I have heard from a good source that Herr von Ribbentrop is
once more convinced that at the present juncture Great Britain will
not fight over Danzig. I know, on the other hand, that Field-Marshal
Goering is very worried by the consequences of an uncompromising
policy and would like to see the Fuhrer play for time. It is impossible
to foresee which of these two ideas will prevail, especially as the
National-Socialist authorities, acting evidently upon "orders," are
keeping a discreet silence in their dealings with the diplomats. The
Minister for Foreign Affairs seems to be still very much in favour with
Herr Hitler; on the other hand, Field-Marshal Goering's credit with the
Fuhrer is reported to have gone up.

COULONDRE.

No.  144

M. DE LA TOURNELLE, French Consul in Danzig3

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Danzig, June 23,  1939.

THE publicity given abroad to Dr. Goebbels's speech made here on
June 17 seems to have astonished the people of Danzig.

In former years similar sarcasm and violence had been levelled
at the heads of the German opposition parties, and the League of
Nations, to which the latter could appeal, and then against the
Jews; no one doubted that the Poles' time would come once the
others had been eliminated. If, by his language, the Minister of
Propaganda of the Reich gave the impression abroad that he was
bringing a new element into the situation, his words have not sur-
prised the population in the least; it had often heard similar phrases
during the course of private meetings of the National-Socialist party.
There are a great many who regret giving the impression that they
had assented to a revision of the Danzig statute during the course
of a demonstration, supposedly spontaneous, but in which the majority
of the demonstrators were present by order.

LA  TOURNELLE.

No. 145

M. COULONDRE, French Ambassador in Berlin,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Berlin, June 27, 1939.

As I have previously pointed out, diplomatic circles in Berlin are
somewhat pessimistic about the development of the international
situation from the month of August onwards.

It is possible that the approach of the period when the crisis of 1938
broke out has something to do with this state of mind. It is also likely